
Your Downtown Connection September  2023 

COMING UP                  
- find more events, share 

your Events…. 
Confirm Dates / Times        
miportland.org! 

Contact Us:         517-647-5027                                 tinacw@portland-michigan.org 

 Get Tix now 4 Oct! 

Last Performance 2023  Einer Meher  
Thurs.  Sept 7.   

We’re looking for ways to grow this 
venue and have a Quick Poll for your 
opinion, especially if you’ve never 
attended.  One multiple choice question 
and 2 we’d love to hear from you about.  
Please copy this link into your browser 

https://forms.gle/HeHZFZoKtVEckuv87 

If you observe someone ‘avoiding yoga’ with their 
pet in a  public location, feel free to  take a pic of 
said person and their pet, then forward to   
dda@portland-michigan.org 

FINES of up to $100 can be issued, 1st Offence  
We love our local and visiting pooches, and know 
most owners are very responsible with this issue.  
Sadly, because of a few inconsiderate humans, 
we’ve reached the point of needing to state the  
obvious and ask for the public’s help.   

 

This is. So. EXCITING !! 

- Portland Express LLC  
- Ionia City Market 
- JBM Lawn Care LLC 
-  Tiffany’s Therapeutic Touch 
-  Captured Moments Photog-
raphy  
have been invited to  pitch 
their business to a panel of 5 
judges for cash prizes up to 
$5K!! 

WE—YOU– can attend this 
live event FREE and support 
owner Lisa Balderson.   

REGISTER @  https://
www.miportland.org/events  9/21/2023 

You may recall our first ever 
Façade Pitch Competition  
happened in May.  Now we 
get to recognize the com-
pleted work of our first 
place winner (also the 1st to 
be done) Courageous Coffee 
Café & Bakery!  They deliv-
ered big on their mural and 
we delivered their prize win-
nings of $9,000!! 



     

   September 2023 Your Downtown Connection 

 
 

Join us to learn about what's happened, what's in the works, and what's new                    
for the Portland area.   *While primarily to provide information, we're looking  
forward to hearing from the DDA COMMUNITY of Businesses, Property   
Owners, and Residents as we begin our planning process for 2024 & 2025.  
We’ll answer as many questions as possible.   *This meeting is a bi-annual update of the DDA.   

Many thanks  our generous sponsors 
and volunteers!  Save the Date 8/12/23 

Portland Area Service Group  ’Senior Center’         
Featured Organization                   submitted by Kurt Fedewa  

The Portland Area Service 
Group, commonly know as the 
Senior Center, is a place for 
people of all ages to have fun, 
to find community, and to 
make friends. Jan Smith serves 
the center as director and 
Brenda Burleson is co-director 
of the facility. 
 

“We have a lot of fun here,” 
said Jan. “Everyone is          
welcome at the facility.” 
 

Clients of the center are typically aged between fifty and eighty years but no 
one is turned away. Activities include card games and tournaments, Bingo, 
community dinners, and other pastimes designed to create enjoyment for 
people of all ages. 
 

“On Mondays we play Setback,” said Jan. “On Tuesdays we play Euchre and 
on Wednesdays, Hand and Foot. On Thursdays we play Euchre again and on 
Fridays we offer Bingo. We also enjoy Bingo on Monday evenings.” 
 

The Senior Center, however, is more than simply games.    

“This is a place where people can make friends with one another and find 
community,” said Jan. “It’s a cure for the loneliness that some people feel. 
We get close to people here. If we don’t see them for awhile then we call 
them to see how they are doing. This is a caring place.” 
 

The Senior Center has community dinners from time to time, it engages in 
fund-raising activities, and it loans medical equipment to its clients such as 
walkers, commodes, wheelchairs, canes, and provides  incontinent supplies. 
“We offer these things at no charge to our people,” said Jan. “We simply ask 
that they return the equipment when they are finished with it.” 
 

Speaking for herself, Jan said that she appreciates the opportunity to be of 
service to the community by helping to run the facility. 

“I enjoy being around these people and in becoming close to them,” she 
said. “I find it satisfying to do my job and to make people happy. We invite 
people to come here and to check us out. We want them to see what we 
have to offer. I think that they will be glad that they did so.” 
 

The Senior Center is a non-profit organization and it is always looking for 
volunteers to help out with such things as Bingo and fundraising.  Individuals 
who are interested in such volunteer opportunities may call the telephone 
number below. 

144 Kent Street    *    517-647-4004 

Hours:  M-F 9 AM – 3:30 PM    Monday Night Bingo 6  to 9:30 PM 

You may be new in town, or new to dog 
ownership… We LOVE our local pooches, 
but not what they leave behind.  It’s the 
law in the City of Portland, and ignoring 
it can come with costly fines.  We’ve 
even made it convenient by offering pick 
up bags and receptacles                    
(where we often find the mess left, if 
you can imagine).. 


